MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HIMLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT SWINDON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON WEDNESDAY 27th MAY 2026 at 7.00PM

PRESENT: -                                   MRS Y NOCK (CHAIRMAN) PRESIDING
      PRESENT COUNCILLORS:       MRS S OLIVER, MRS N JAMES, CCLR V WILSON
      APOLOGIES:-                               MR G BOWEN                                                                                                  
      OTHERS :-                                     MRS S FARLEY CLERK, MR R PAINTER, MR S MASSEY
                                          
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS –
Section 17 – reminds Parish Councils to review if any of the decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have implications in relation to crime, disorder, anti-social behavior or community safety in general.

A SSDC officer explained and demonstrated the new Food Recycling bins

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL:

The meeting began with a minute’s silence to remember Cllr Roger Lees who sadly died on 28th April 2026

Cllr Nock has been Chair for 15 years, but due to ageing and health issues, is not able to carry on with the position. No one was prepared to fill these positions but Cllr Nock will cover for the next month.
Election of Chairman –         No candidates – position vacant
Election of Vice Chairman – No candidates – position vacant
Meeting closed

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF HIMLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Cllr Nock had emailed her annual address to all Cllrs prior to the meeting outlining the activities undertaken during the last 12 months.
Meeting closed.

MAY 2026  HIMLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING COMMENCED:

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: - None

MATTERS ARISING:-
· SID: The SID was moved to outside 18 Bridgnorth Road on 22nd May. Unfortunately, it looks like the hedge will soon block it. Clerk to ask Homes Plus if they will cut it. 
· Play Area:  The online play equipment safety application is to be taken over by Cllr N James following the resignation of Mr T Richards. She will make contact with Playsafety to gain access to this. She will complete monthly checks of the play area and will monitor the grass cuts of the playing field. Monthly records are required to validate the new webbing warranties that came with the matting upon installation.
· Licensing for FIFA World Cup Events in Himley Park:  Including playing of live and recorded Music after 11pm. This is a time limited licence to run from Monday 15th June 2026 – Monday 20th July 2026. The Licensing Officer has been asked for the final wording of the license.    

PLANNING APPLICATIONS :- None


PLANNING APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION :-  

	· 25/01078/OUTM Amended. Land North of Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne. Outline planning application (with all matters reserved except primary means of access from Rosemary Road) for the construction of up to 90 dwellings with associated green, blue and grey infrastructure including ground remodelling and ancillary service infrastructure. Val 01.04.26,01.04.26 consult to 04.05.26, 03.06.26 deadline 01.07.26, 01.07.26 C.O. Imogen Hopkin. HPC objects.  To be added to previous objection: - Part of this site is within Himley Parish. The border between Wombourne and Himley is the thin blue line on the associated map. Himley should not be included in a Wombourne site.  A Main water main across the site could cause access problems to houses if there is a leak                                                  
· 26/00229/FULHH  12 Penn Road. Two storey side extension, single storey front extension, new open porch and external alterations. Val 11.03.26, consult to 10.04.26, deadline 06.05.26. CO Sam Wilde.   No Objections 

	

	




· 26/00283/OUTM Land north of Bridgnorth Road, Himley. Outline Planning Application from Clowes Developments     with all matters reserved except for access, for up to 115 residential dwellings, public open space, landscaping, sustainable drainage and all associated works. Val 31.03.26, consult to 03.05.26, deadline 03.06.26, C.O. Imogen Hopkins.     
           
 HPC objects to this application for the following reasons: -

1.Traffic Increase – On the stretch of Himley by-pass from the A449/B4176 crossroads to Sandiacre, there is a minimum of 1 accident per week at present and increased vehicle usage from this development is only going to increase this figure. Accidents are not reported by police unless there is an injury. There are accident hotspots for 300m on both east and west sides of the B4176 crossroads; there was a double fatality outside the West gate to Himley Park and numerous vehicle accidents near the same gate due to excess speed with cars hitting the low wall.
2.The brook along the northern side of the site is home to White Clawed Crayfish, a severely endangered species; what do Clowes Developments intend to drain into the brook
3.The development will increase the number of properties in Himley village by 62% and there is not sufficient infrastructure in place to support the intended increase in residents. There are not enough schools or doctors’ surgeries for this increased number. The various distances quoted for facilities such as schools, shops, bus stops, etc uses a radii straight line system which is unrealistic as it bears no relationship to the reality on the ground. 
4.The field is in Green Belt and adjacent to Himley Conservation Area
5.The trees and hedges form part of the local landscape character
   6.The field has excellent soil for crop growing which is needed in England
7.There is no right of way from the site across the brook to SSDC owned land, see Staffs County Council’s Definitive Map
8.The existing sewage system in Himley is at capacity
9.The flow of traffic at the A449 traffic lights is abysmal with long queues waiting from all directions. The flow has been altered a few times by County Highways but each change has been reversed as the situation was made worse each time.  There is no spare land adjacent to the junction that can be used to improve matters as this is due to a major gas main in this area
10.The bus service through Himley village stops at approximately 8pm and there are no Sunday services. There would therefore not be suitable public transport links to the proposed new development.  The number 15 bus is very heavily subsidised by Staffs County Council and its future is very uncertain as it is not financially viable
11.The bridle path that has been suggested by Clowes as a walk to catch a bus in Wall Heath has not been walkable for many years. It is under water for approx. 4 months of the year and is unlit
12.Clowes sent a ‘Community Consultation’ leaflet to 48 homes which is about one quarter of properties in Himley and lasted only two weeks
13.The road safety audit was carried out between 12:30 and 14:30 hours with no significant traffic queues observed. Of course, this is the quietist time of the day. Had the survey taken place at commuter time, they would have found traffic at a standstill for up to half a mile in both east and west directions as well as heavy delays north and south
         14.The applicant’s report contains glaring errors in several places such as A 444 instead of A449, Wall     
        End for Wall Heath, School Lane for School Road and Dudley Road for Bridgnorth Road and stated that there  
        had been no accidents recorded in a stretch of road where Police had recorded seven                                

There have been many comments and objections.  

Our thanks to Cllrs Bowen and James for delivering leaflets and to Cllr James for designing a poster

ANY OTHER BUSINESS INCLUDING RESIDENTS COMPLAINTS :-

· Cllr vacancies: - Posters are displayed in Parish notice boards to confirm that an election must be held if more than 10 applicants come forward to be a Cllr.
· The Parish council must, as soon as practicable after the expiry date of 14th May 2026 co-opt a person to fill the vacancy.
· The Parish Summit: South Staffordshire’s Parish Summit will be held on Thursday 18th June. Cllr S Oliver will attend this.  
· Street Scene: - We have asked if School Road could be weeded and the bend gutters cleared.  
· We were offered a ‘virtual open course workshop on the Parliamentary Process, delivered directly to your computer, tablet or smartphone by our esteemed trainers and distinguished Member of the House of Lords on 29th May. This workshop is designed to not only give you a deep understanding of the formal legislative process’. Special Offer  £594 per person.
· An application for one of the Councillor vacancies had been received from Mr R Painter. Councillors present discussed this and voted to carry this forward to the next meeting when all serving Himley Parish Councillors were present.
· Councillors asked the Clerk to explore joining NALC.
· The Clerk advised that the current email storage was not sufficient and it was agreed that this would be upgraded with Cloud  Next to the Advanced package which offers 10GB at a cost of £149.99 + VAT.
· The ownership of the playing field had been confirmed by SSDC. South Staffordshire Council own the freehold of the playing field at Himley. It was also confirmed by them that this is leased to Himley Parish Council by way of lease dated 1 July 1971 for a term of 65 years. Both the freehold and leasehold interests are unregistered.
· The Clerk had been advised that the defibrillator had been used at The Limes during the last month. The pads had been replaced by the ambulance service and it was not ‘out of action’ for a long period of time. It was decided that a spare set of pads to fit both defibrillators would be purchased and stored at Cllr James house should these be needed to replace used pads in the future to avoid either defib being un-useable.
· The Local Plan review documents had been delivered to Cllr Nock should any resident wish to view these.
· The operation of the SID was discussed. Ideally it would be more reliable and efficient for full operation of the SID if someone within the Parish could change the battery. Cllr James to ask for a volunteer from within the village.



DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: -   Wednesday 17th June 2026 @ 7.30pm


There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15pm

COUNCILLOR VACANCIES  There are 3 vacancies for Parish Councillors on Himley Parish Council. Please contact the clerk via email if you would like further details regarding these clerk@himleyparishcouncil.gov.uk


